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Book Reviews
ORIGINS OF THE MEXICAN WAR: A DOCUMENTARY SOURCE BOOK. Edited by Ward
McAfee and J. Cordell Robinson. Salisbury, N.C.: Documentary Publications,
1982. Vol. 1: pp. xix, 177; vol. 2: pp. v, 175. Notes, bibliog. $39.95.
THESE WELL-EDITED AND ATTRACTIVELY PUBLISHED volumes achieve their purpose. They reveal clearly the conflicting policies and objectives of the United
States and Mexico that led to war. Most of the more than one hundred documents
in this collection will be familiar to students of the Mexican War period, but the
editors have added a number of highly significant documents, not readily available,
from the Mexican archives. The latter selections explain Mexico's diplomatic position with remarkable clarity. They reveal a feeling of hopelessness in Mexico
City and the desire to negotiate a settlement with the United States. Quite
properly the documents begin with the intensification of the Mexican-American
quarrel over Texas in 1845 and Gen. Zachary Taylor's move to the Nueces. Thereafter the first volume develops three additional them~s: the determined exertions
of the United States to re-establish diplomatic relations with Mexico, culminating
with the dispatch of John Slidell to Mexico in November 1845; President James
K. Polk's evolving interest in California; and the efforts of Foreign Minister Manuel
de la Peiia Y' Peiia to frame a Mexican policy that would resolve the burgeoning
quarrel.
Convinced that a war with the United States would end in disaster for Mexico,
Peiia y Peiia sought opinions from the minister of finance and the minister of war
to reinforce his peace policy. Both ministers agreed that Mexico could not wage
a victorious war. The British documents included in this collection stress these
inner doubts among Mexican officials. For Peiia y Peiia Texas remained the divisive
issue. If Mexico could not recover that lost province, it might, through an indemnity, at least recover its lost honor. This was Mexico's basic diplomatic objective. Unless Mexican ~fficials were ready to give up all claims against the United
States for the loss o(Texas, they could not recognize Slidell. Slidell came to
Mexico, not to settle the Texas question, but to negotiate boundaries beneficial
to the United States. Any recognition of Slidell would have eliminated the very
issue that troubled the Mexican government.
From the moment of Slidell's rejection the United States and Mexico moved
toward a inilitary confrontation. In rejecting Slidell Mexico had sought to preserve
what remained of a disintegrating diplomatic position. To Polk, however, Slidell's
misadventure in Mexico was an inexcusable affront. Thereafter, on Atocha's advice,
he increased the diplomatic pressures on Mexico. The United States would demand its rights, leaving the issue of peace or war to the Mexican government.
The unpaid claims of American citizens against Mexico, that country's rejection
of Slidell, and its objection to Taylor's presence on the Rio Grande-for Mexico
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an act of war-were not causes of war. There was no danger to American security,
no threat of invasion. If war came, somebody wanted it. Polk spoke freely to an
unquestioning cabinet of the need of settling affairs with Mexico. In his war
message of 11 May 1846 he cited Mexico for rejecting Slidell and forcibly objecting
to Taylor's presence, nothing more. Unfortunately, continued diplomatic disengagement would not have established the Rio Grande boundary or eliminated
the Mexican title to California. Within two days after the declaration of war the
cabinet made some portion of California the sine qua non of peace. To the extent
that such a clear objective reveals a motive for war, these documents suggest that
the Mexican War was ultimately a war of expansion.

University of Virginia

NORMAN A. GRAEBNER

ALVARO OBREG6N: POWER AND REVOLUTION IN MEXICO, 1911-1920. By Linda
B. Hall.College Station, Tex.: Texas A&M University Press, 1981. Pp. xiv, 290.
Illus., notes, chronology, bibliog., index. $22.50.
LINDA B. HALL'S Alvaro Obregon: Power and Revolution in Mexico, 1911-1920
is an important work discussing a foremost yet overlooked leader of the Mexican
Revolution of 1910. Even though Emiliano Zapata, Francisco Madero, and other
prominent leaders of the revolution have received considerable scholarly investigation and analysis, Professor Hall is the first to examine and interpret the
significance of Alvaro Obregon in such an intensive manner. Obregon deserves
such attention, for he survived the years of upheaval beginning in 1910 to lead
the Mexican nation to peace during the early 1920s.
This study centers upon Obregon's public life and political leadership from his
election as mayor of Huatabampo, Sonora, in 1911 to his inauguration as president
of the Republic in 1920. Major concern is directed at understanding how the man
from Huatabampo became the architect and leader of a new elite of revolutionaries
who were to rule Mexico. Obregon's military exploits, charismatic leadership,
and his overtures to agrarian and labor movements arising out of the revolution
are stressed as key factors in bringing him to power. Emphasis is also given to
Obregon's political shrewdness and his public image as a "reasonable man" and
a "peace maker." This well-written discussion is grounded on extensive archival
sources, oral history testimony, and significant secondary accounts.
Scholars interested in Mexico, Latin America, and revolutionary movements
will find this monograph outstanding and will hope that Professor Hall continues
her work on Obregon to include his presidential years. Hall might also consider
expanding her analysis of Obregon the man for strengthening her portrait of
Obregon as a public figure. The man from Huatabampo was a complex individual,
for he rose from the middle class background of the "gente decente," or literally
the good people, to extraordinary success as not only a military general and
political leader but also as an inventor, agriculturalist, and entrepreneur. As most
self-made men, he firmly believed in the virtues of private business and free
competition. Nevertheless, Obregon transcended his class position to defend the
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interests and concerns of rural and urban workers. Understanding this complex
and significant leader of twentieth-century Mexico has been greatly advanced by
Professor Linda B. Hall's account of Obregon's rise to power.

Texas Tech University

FRANCISCO E. BALDERRAMA

AL NORTE DEL Rfo BRAVO (PASADO LElANO) (1600-1930). By Juan Gomez-Quinones
and David Maciel. Mexico: Siglo Veintiuno Editores, 1981. Pp. 263. Bibliog.
$6.40 paper.
THE BOOK CONSISTS OF TWO SURVEY ESSAYS, one exploring the history of Mexican
labor in what became the United States and written by Juan Gomez-Quinones of
the University of California, Los Angeles, the other covering the topic for the
early twentieth century and written by David Maciel of the University of New
Mexico. The authors make no claim to being definitive or even comprehensive;
rather they present their work as a summary and initial hypothesis designed for
further investigation and refinement. In the process, they reject what might be
called "their own fault" interpretation often applied to Mexican laborers as a
rationalization for the lowly status of such workingmen and women in the United
States. In its place, the authors emphasize the historic struggle of Mexican workers
against economic oppression, laying the blame for interminable problems on the
racism, chauvinism, and profit-taking of-a capitalistic system geared to throwaway
labor from south of the border.
It is instructive to note that the essay by Gomez-Quinones takes up 75 pages
surveying 300 years, while Maciel's contribution totals 129 pages covering 30
years. By necessity, Gomez-Quinones concentrates his essay on the nineteenth
century when a true labor movement began among Mexicans as among other
workingmen in the United States. Although they became involved with the Knights
of Labor, the first powerful union in the United States, most Mexicans had to rely
on their own resources to protect themselves in the marketplace, as capital played
one ethnic group against another and domestic labor unions excluded their highly
competitive compeers from Mexico. Accordingly, a double standard of wages and
conditions favored the profits of American capital, the wages and status of Anglo
labor, and the industrial and agricultural expansion of the United States. A Mexican
proletariat laid the track, dug the mines and ditches, manned the factories, and
spread the American table with fruits and vegetables, working from Pennsylvania
to Chicago, San Antonio to Los Angeles, plus points in between and beyond.
This book is one ofa series of seventeen volumes being published on the working
class in Mexican history by the Institute of Social Research of the National Autonomous University of Mexico. It is a fine piece of work, scholarly, articulate,
sensitive, and thought-provoking, made possible by the thorough research and
clear and coherent writing of the authors. One would hope that somewhere along
the line all seventeen volumes will be translated and published in English.

San Francisco, Calif.

JOSEPH V. METZGAR

294

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

58:3

1983

CANONES: VALUES, CRISIS, AND SURVIVAL IN ANORTHERN NEW MEXICO VILLAGE.
By Paul Kutsche and John R. Van Ness. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1982. Pp. xxv, 244. Illus., glossary, bibliog., index. $17.50.
ALTHOUGH CANONES WAS SELECTED FOR ethnographic study by the authors because it is a small isolated village, it is no doubt largely representative of the rural
village patterns of livelihood and adaptation that one encounters elsewhere today
in Rio Arriba, the upper Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico. This culture region
is beginning to receive much attention in scholarly literature by anthropologists,
sociologist, historians, and geographers. The authors of this volume, anthropologists, found that in Canones elements of Spanish-American culture persist because the people struggled to retain their ways and traditions, yet they were
realistic in making their culture adaptable for the ultimate purpose of survival
within today's dynamic and urban-oriented socioeconomic system.
Spanish-Americans are a proud people who settled the region's numerous microbasins and made the best of the semiarid environment by irrigating small plots
of cropland and grazing livestock. The authors provide a routine background of
the Cafioneros' use of their environmental setting in pursuing their livelihoods
and the importance of landownership and water rights. In addition, SpanishAmerican material culture is discussed as it fashioned the village landscape. Within
this setting and using 1967 as the base year for observations, the authors analyze
Spanish-American social values and traditions as they set into motion the daily,
seasonal, and annual activities. Much of the book's value is found in the discussions
of Spanish-American terms such as dignidad de la persona, vergiienza, and misericordia and in the accounts showing the village's internal social structure and
behavior of its thirty households.
The most stimulating chapter discusses the conflict that Canoneros had with
state officials in closing their village school. Although Canoneros had contact with
the outside world through seasonal work and children who had migrated elsewhere, it was this incident that seemed to make them aware that they had to
participate in politics and become involved in external affairs. Their physical and
cultural isolation pulled together the villagers, but that was not sufficient in
denying the demands of Anglo culture. This study, like others, tends to portray
Spanish Americans as anti-Anglo American.
In conclusion, the authors provided an update in 1980 of the village. The
villagers have become more dependent on a cash economy and less dependent
upon one another or upon nearby villages than previously. They still have, however, an emotional attachment to the land.
This easily readable ethnography contributes much to understanding contemporary Spanish-American life and culture change in northern New Mexico. The
reader may be left with the question of what insights and changes would have
been found if Canones had been subjected to a broader analysis by an interdisciplinary team of scholars.

Bowling Green State University

ALVAR W. CARLSON
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CHICANO INTERMARRIAGE: A THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL STUDY. By Edward
Murguia. San Antonio, Tex.: Trinity University Press, 1982. Pp. xiv, 134. Tables,
notes, 'appendixes, bibliog., indexes. $15.00 cloth; $9.00 paper.
CONVINCED THAT "INTERMARRIAGE is the single most conclusive indicator of the
amotint of assimilation that a minority group has undergone," (p. 3) sociologist
Edward Murguia attempts' to further our understanding of Chicano assimilation
by examining intermarriage of Spanish surname and non-Spanish-surname indi~
viduals in the Southwest. The study, however, is neither a broad nor a definitive
work on Chicano intermarriage, for it is limited in geographic scope as well as
time frame. The significant feature of Murguia's book is his statistical analysis of
Chicano intermarriage, the data for which were gathered from marriage applications in four southwestern counties (Bexar, Nueces, and Hidalgo in Texas and
Bernalillo in New Mexico) between the years 1960 and 1971. Chicano Intermarriage, therefore, should be considered a regional base for subsequent, more
comprehensive studies or a tool for researchers interested primarily in AngloAmerican/Mexican-American marriages that occurred during the 1960s.
The book has two major divisions. Part one is a review of established sociological
theories regarding the assimilation paradigm; barriers to intermarriage, and comparative data on exogamy of other minority groups in the U. S, Information about
the Chicano experience per se is scattered throughout this section, but these
references tend to be of a generalized nature and are disappointingly brief. For
example, MurgUIa pre~ents only a few aspects ofthe Mexican-American 'experience
that set it apart as unique among immigrant groups, and he offers only two poorly
researched pages on the history of Chicano intermarriage in the Southwest. He
does demonstrate, however, using data primarily adapted from earlier studies,
that the rate of Chicano-Anglo intermarriage has been slowly increasing over
time. He contends that this trend will likely continue because the Chicano population is moving steadily toward middle-class status, a significant factor in the
weakening of ethnicity and promotion of cultural assimilation.
The substantive portion of the book is part two, the computer-aided, statistical
analysis of 7,883 intermarriages of Spanish-surname and non-Spanish-surname
individuals occurring in various years between 1960 and 1971 in three counties
in Texas and one in New Mexico. Here, at last, appear some fresh, solidly documented sociological findings about Chicano-Anglo intermarriage presented in a
.new theoretical framework developed by the author. Instead of concentrating
exclusively on minority members, as is usually the case when working in the
assimilation paradigm, Murgma employs his new "breaking of-ties" theory in order
to present parallel statistics for majority individuals.
Murguia determines the relationship of intermarriage to two contextual variables, county and year of marriage, and ten individual characteristics variables,
which include: Spanish or non-Spanish given name; Catholic, civil, or Protestant
ceremony; metropolitan or non-metropolitan place of birth; southwest or nonsouthwest place of birth; number of generations in the U. S.; civilian or military
status; sex; age; and previous divorce. This empirical study demonstrates that
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several variables, particularly type ofceremony, sex, generation, and given names,
have a significant effect on exogamy.
Chicano Intermarriage, although limited, is a timely contribution to scholarship
dealing with the assimilation of what is projected to be the largest minority group
in the U.S. one hundred years from now. Keep in mind that it is a sociological
analysis, written in report form, with heavy use of statistical terminology and
frequent appearance of tables (47 of them on the 114 pages of text and notes).
Therefore, do not expect a flowing narrative.

University of Texas at El Paso

REBECCA M. CRAVER

IN DEFENSE OF LA RAZA: THE Los ANGELES MEXICAN CONSULATE AND THE
MEXICAN COMMUNITY. By Francisco E. Balderrama. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1982. Pp. xii, 137. Notes,bibliog., index. $14.95 cloth; $7.95
paper.
IN DEFENSE OF LA RAZA is a study of the Mexican consulate in Los Angeles and
the role it played in aiding Mexicans and Mexican-Americans in the city during
the Great Depression. According to Professor Balderrama, the consuls took the
initiative in confronting the crisis of the times by working hard to feed starving
families, shelter the homeless, and combat prejudice. They sought also to prevent
the deportation of Mexicans legally in the United States, help jobless Mexicanos
to secure repatriation to Mexico, and relieve distressed Angeleiios through the
Comite de Beneficencia Mexicana, a non-profit organization charged with assuaging
conditions among indigent Mexicanos.
When members of la raza turned to the consuls for assistance with problems,
the consuls at times overstepped their diplomatic mission by intervening in politics
and the internal aflIairs of the United States. They fought, for example, to change
policies of school segregation and aided in the unionization of farm workers.
Techniques "in defense of la raza" included using diplomatic channels to protest
the violation of civil rights, appealing to sympathetic Anglos and Anglo organizations, actively participating in Mexican-American efforts at self-amelioration,
and publicly denouncing injustice. For their endeavors, some of the consuls
became "folk heroes," especially Rafael de la Colina (1931-32) and Vice Consul
Ricardo Hill (1931-36).
Balderrama does not allow himself to focus strictly on the consuls, for his book
is more than diplomatic history. Indeed, it fits neatly into the definition of Chicano
history, and so, the Angeleiios are as much a subject of his writing as the Mexican
emissaries. The consuls did not always take the lead on matters, and in those
cases where the colonia mexicana mobilized to correct some wrong, MexicanAmericans drafted the consuls into their cause; the consuls then helped because
of their own patriotic sentiments and political views. Furthermore, Angeleiios
made up the forefront of projects being coordinated jointly with the consuls.
Colonia leaders gave generously oftheir time and energy to make the Comite de
Beneficencia function successfully and others in the community contributed with
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what they could. As testament to the commitment of the Mexicans to their purpose, they were able to attract personalities like Will Rogers and Buster Keaton
to their fund raisers. .
By taking cognizance of this aspect of the Mexican community in Los Angeles,
Balderrama also breathes life into heretofore unacknowledged figures in Chicano
history. Those selected include Doctors Camilo Servin, Reynaldo Carre6n, and
Jose Diaz who did so much for their less fortunate compatriots during the crisis.
Balderrama shrinks from depicting these figures as members of a self-seeking
petite bourgeoise and instead describes them as personalities who, despite their
social standing, retained a connection with the working class by donating their
services to poor clients. The newspaper La Opinion is also given due attention
as a news organ playing a vital role in the Mexican-American community. His
presentation of this and other aspects of the Mexican community in Los Angeles
is one more addition to the recent trend in Chicano studies that treats MexicanAmericans as subjects instead of objects in the historical process.
This could have been a dull and unexciting book. The topic is narrow, the work
of the consular offices is often administrative and predictable, and the author had
practically no other study to emulate. To Professor Balderrama's credit he has
produced a readable, provocative, and instructive monograph.

Angelo State University

ARNaLDa DE LE6N

THE VANISHING AMERICAN: WHITE ATTITUDES AND U. S. INDIAN POLICY. By Brian
W. Dippie. Middleton, Conn.: Wesleyan University Press, 1982. Pp. xvii, 423.
Illus., notes, index. $24.95.
BRIAN DIPPlE'S BOOK SWEEPS across nearly two centuries of relations between
whites and Indians in America, from the late eighteenth century to the most
recent developments. He rests the story on the concept of the "vanishing American," which, since the origins of the Republic, has served as the basis ofAmerican
understanding of the native people and for the formation of government policy.
Thus he has written an intellectual study, but in fact the work is a good deal
more. As the subtitle indicates, he treats the broad area of "attitudes," which
includes formal philosophical and anthropological ideas in addition to those vague
and encompassing conceptions that go under the title of popular opinion, all of
which have influenced the formation of government policy. Dippie does not make
the point, but it might be noted that the Indian, above all the major elements in
the American story, has been susceptible to this approach. He has from the earliest
period of contact been an ideational problem for the white American.
Dippie strikes a nice balance between continuity and change in the white man's
approach to the Indian. He traces the movement of attitudes from the environmentalist humanitarianism of the early Republic that culminates in removal, through
the development of evolutionary anthropology and racial theory in the mid-nineteenth century, to the rise of a rather cold-eyed humanitarian insistence on allotment later in the century, and ultimately to the governmental determination
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in the 1930s, under the influence of John Collier, to preserve Native American
culture. From the Washington administration to the change of policy in the New
Deal, the object of the government had been the end of Indianness and the
assimilation or even amalgamation of the native people with the predominant
society. Now, with Collier, that intention changes and a century and a half of
policy is seen as, at the same time, futile and destructive, although, in fact, nothing
changes, for after Collier the same scenario is repeated, only on a much constricted
stage.
The unifYing theme is the notion that the Native American is doomed, by racial
constitution, by historical necessity, by the realities of Indian-white relations, to
disappear from the face ofthe earth. Dippie is surely right in seeing the importance
of this idea from the late eighteenth century on. He makes a convincing case that
it was crucial in virtually every intellectual and policy development in the succeeding decades. Roy Harvey Pearce, in a sense, made the point thirty years ago,
when he argued that "pity and censure" are in fact only manifestations of deeper
perceptions and feelings that haunt the American mind and force Americans into
anxious deliberations about the Indian and ultimately about themselves. Dippie
touches on some of these themes, but he finds the "vanishing American" more
central for his purposes.
One question remains unanswered, or answered ambiguously. From the age
of discovery until the last decade of the nineteenth century, the Indians of North
America do seem to have suffered a serious population decline; that is, during
the period Dippie treats, the Indian does appear to have been a "vanishing
American." Dippie deals with the population problem and its relationship to the
major theme in a number of places, but he is never quite clear about just how
the demographics relate to the formation of attitudes. One suspects that the
attitudes come first and that the numbers are tailored for support. It just happened
that for more than a century the numbers confirmed the idea.
I ndiana University

BERNARD W. SHEEHAN

THE NAVAJO ATLAS: ENVIRONMENTS, RESOURCES, PEOPLE, AND HISTORY OF THE
DINE BIKEYAH. By James M. Goodman. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1982. Pp. x, 109. Illus., bibliog., index. $22.50.
THERE IS ALWAYS A NEED FOR reference works that provide the details of what,
when, where, who, and how many, or how much. An atlas is primarily concerned
with the "where" kinds of questions, but locational information must necessarily
relate to clear definitions, placement in time as well as space, identity of populations, and accurate quantification. Goodman's The Navajo Atlas fills a need, but
suffers from being a once-over-lightly treatment of some of the data that give
substance to the maps. The forty-eight maps present a diversity of subjects,
ranging from the environmental to the political, in a format that is generally easy
to comprehend.
The Navajo specialist using these maps and the explanatory text that accom-
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panies them is not likely to be misled by errors such as the assertion that there
is no written form of the Navajo language nor that each chapter has its own grazing
committee, but for the worker to whom Navajo geography is a peripheral but
essential subject for the completion of a research project, greater pitfalls and
confusion await.
'
Most serious is the poor handling of the checkerboard area. On some maps it
is omitted entirely, while on others it would seem to be a part of the Navajo
Reservation. The word "allotment" does not appear in the book, nor is there any
intimation of the legal complications arising from the varied land status categories
of the checkerboard country.
For the historian and ethnohistorian, dating is of special relevance. Maps relating to geology, climate, and ecology display information that does not change
on a time scale of consequence to most' readers, but roads may come and go,
political boundaries shift, and schools open and close. Fully twenty of the maps
that present data that can change rapidly are not dated. Thus it is difficult to
know whether a map should be criticized for failing to show a road as paved or
omitting a coal lease. Most of the maps appear to date at least several years prior
to the date' of publication.
The atlas does make available much useful material. Particularly valuable are
maps of voting precincts, Navajo chapters, Navajo Tribal election districts, rural
dwellings, and the Navajo-Hopi boundary problem. Weakest are the maps based
on archeological data, which the author obviously does not understand very well,
and the map of parks and sacred places that lacks many well-known sacred places,
especially in the eastern portion of Navajo country. The drawings by the author's
wife include a number of subjects that will bring pleasant memories to those who
know Navajo country.
In view of the price, this is a book that most readers will want to see in a nearby
institutional library.
National Park Service
DAVID M. BRUGGE

NAVAJO RELIGION AND CULTURE: SELECTED VIEWS. PAPERS IN HONOR OF LELAND
C. WYMAN. Edited by David M. Brugge and Charlotte J. Frisbie. Papers in
Anthropology, No. 17. Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico, 1982'. Pp, xii, 249.
Illus., notes, references cited, index. $14.95 paper,
LELAND WYMAN IS ONE OF THOSE rare scholars who has been able to make
significant contributions to two diverse fields. In biology, in which he recei~ed
his basic training, he is well known for his studies of the function of the adrenal
glands in animal forms. In ethnology, which he made it his. business to master,
he is equally respected for his contributions to the underst~nding of Navajo re- ,
ligion. This volume, composed of papers written by twenty-two of Wyman's admiring co-workers, celebrates his accomplishments in the Navajo field. '
There is a common denominator to Wyman's work: he doggedly :pursues the
relationship of some: important part to the whole: In biology it is the place of the
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adrenals in the totality of bodily activity; in anthropology it is the function of
Navajo ceremonialism in the sweep of the culture. There is another characteristic
of Wyman that should be noted arid is quite evident from a glance at his bibliography, namely, his ability to collaborate with others. In this connection the long
years he has spent editing the Navajo texts of Father Berard Haile may be mentioned.
The collection begins with a graceful and informative paper about Wyman by
David McAliester, revealing his amazing range of interests. Next, Chien Chiao
compares practices and concepts that mark Navajo sandpainting with those drawn
by Tibetan lamas during initiation rites. Some striking parallels lead to speculation
that sandpainting might have been brought from Asia to the New World. In
succeeding articles Seymour H. Koenig, Caroline Olin, Bertha Dutton, Marian
Rodee, and Nancy Parezo deal with sandpaintings: those of specific ceremonies,
those of a particular ceremonialist, the tie between sandpainting and weaving,
and the intrusion of commercialism into sandpainting.
In other contributions Carmie Toulouse summarizes stories that illustrate Navajo witchcraft beliefs; David Brugge gives detailed information about eighty-nine
plants that the Navajo utilize for food, medicine, ceremony, or manufacture;
Charlotte Frisbie copes with the problem of determining whether the word commonly used for "medicine bundle" refers to the container or the contents and
whether "bundles" can be classified by size or content. In still other articles
Malcolm Farmer compares Navajo beliefs and ceremonies concerning the bear
with those of other Apacheans; Theodore Frisbie traces the often prickly relationship between the Navajo and Zuni over the years; Susan Kent explores the
Navajo conception of space; Stephen Jett writes of a sacred cave where clay heads,
believed to represent Ylfii, are to be found; Roger Kelly describes the wooden
figurines used in ceremonial context; Eric Henderson gives proof of the decline
in the number of ceremonialists in a specific area; John Wood tells of his survey
of the religious affiliations of one hundred Western Navajo households, indicating
that more than 88 percent acknowledged some tie with the Native American,
Catholic, Protestant, or Mormon church (sometimes more than one), although
nearly half of these also held to traditional beliefs.
In the remaining papers, Karl Luckert calls for a historical assessment of Navajo
religion and its place in the general evolution of religion; Dennis Fransted details
the multiple uses (therapeutic, social, pol~tical, commercial, etc.) of traditional
religion in modern Navajo society; Mary Shepardson gives a historical overview
of outsiders' attitudes toward Navajo religion, from the negative and punitive
stance of an earlier time to the acceptance and even friendliness of today. Yet, as
David Aberle shows in a concluding section, at the same time that approval is at
its high point, the declining use ofthe native language, the decrease in the number
of surviving ceremonies, the dwindling of the number of ceremonialists, and the
serious inroads of the Native American Church and the various Christian denominations leave the future oftraditional Navajo religion in considerable doubt. There
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is much to applaud in this book-a fitting tribute to the beloved scholar whose
work inspired it.

Norman, Oklahoma

MORRIS E. OPLER

FOUR AMERICAN INDIAN LITERARY MASTERS: N. SCOTT MOMADAY, JAMES WELCH,
LESLIE MARMON SILKO, AND GERALD VIZENOR. By Alan R. Velie. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1982. Pp. xi, 164. Illus., notes, bibliog., index.
$14.95 cloth; $9.~5 paper.
BEYOND BEING THE first book to appear on contemporary American Indian writing,
this might have been a good book, one to be grateful for. Velie is right to concentrate on a few Indian writers, rather than attempt a survey; and the four figures
he discusses are surely as important and deserving of attention as anybody (if not
necessarily "masters"). Likewise, it is commendable that Velie has tried to come
to terms with poems and fictions that constitute a new and exciting but problematical sector of American literature. And anybody who has tried seriously to
explore that sector will see the merits of Velie's central purpose: "to show how
contemporary Indian writers have drawn on their tribal heritage and how they
have been affected by modern American and European literary movements" (p.
10).
But "first book" does not necessarily mean "traiiblazer," and the sad fact is that
there is rilUch more to regret about Velie's book than to applaud. If his basic
purposes are good, he fails to realize most ofthem; someone else-someone willing
to take more time and pains with the task-is going to have to write the' pioneering
book on modern Indian writing that Velie might have written.
What is wrong with Four American Indian Literary Masters? Nothing wrong
with singling out Momaday, Welch, Silko, and Vizenor for scrutiny...,-but surely
Velie might have taken the trouble to indicate how these four artists belong to a
whole field of native writers. In dealing with Welch and Momaday as poets, he
does not so much as mention such accomplished Indian poets as Duane Niatum,
Simon Ortiz, and Ray Young Bear; and the historical fact that Indian fiction had
a century-long tradition before Scott Momaday appeared apparently means nothing to Velie. At the least, he might have provided an addendum of other important
writers-Niatum, Ortiz, Young Bear, Hanay Geiogamah, the late D'Arcy McNickle, and so on. Not to do so seems remarkably ungenerous to his readers and
to Native American writers:
Again, Velie evidently wants to be helpful to his fellow teachers: in his "Preface"
he indicates how the book has grown out of his own courses at the University of
Oklahoma. But, if so, where are the full bibliographies and "suggested readings"
whereby teachers and their students might carryon with their studies? Although
Velie devotes a third of his book to Momaday, he neglects to use or even cite
Momaday's most important critical statement on his work to date, "The Man Made
ofWords, " and his bibliographical treatment ofthe other writers is equally slapdash
and unhelpful. It would be all too easy to read Four Masters and never realize
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that a new and sophisticated field of American literary studies is in fact opening
up around gifted writers like these four; and indeed Velie's tone often suggests
that he has pitched his commentary in the other direction, at a very low level of
literary sophistication. About Welch's poem "Getting Things Straight" he says,
characteristically, "The poem is an existential statement about \\felch's search for
meaning in his life" (p. 78); elsewhere we are offered highly simplistic little
lectures, a la classroom, on Surrealism, The Comic Novel, Post-Modernism, and
so on. There is too much chalk in this book.
But Velie's most serious failure of good purpose lies in his inability to "show
how Indian writers have drawn on their tribal heritage.... "Again, his references
suggest almost no awareness ofthe importantwork done on this crucial and difficult
question by writers associated with MELUS, the ASAIL Newsletter, and other
journals; nor does he m~ke use of or even acknowledge the researches of ethnopoetic scholars like Dell Hymes, Barre Toelken, and Dennis Tedlock, whereby
we begin to understand what the native tribal literary heritage was, and is. How
Velie can discuss Leslie Silko's Ceremony as a "grail romance" without acknowledging in detail that the novel's explicit informing myth is the Keresan Nau'ts'ty'i
cycle is beyond anybody who has read Silko's novel. Nor is there any excuse,
given Velie's purposes, for his concluding remark in an otherwise adequate treatment of Momaday's House Made of Dawn: "Like Joyce's Finnegan's Wake, [the
novel] ends as it began. Abel is running, and as he runs he sings. It is important
to notice what he sings: the Navajo prayer song, 'House Made of Dawn.'" The
fact is that such unamplified mere" notice" begs every kind of interpretive question
about Momaday's novel and its considerable debt to native oral tradition: it is
typical of Velie's method.
Perhaps we are to be prepared for such glosses by his remarkable admission
that "my reason for emphasizing contemporary Indian writers is that my training
and knowledge of the earlier literature is only marginal. Anthropologists, it seems
to me, are the best teachers of myths" (p. x}---but prepared does not mean
reconciled. It is impossible to reconcile this book either to what it promises, or
to what its literary subjects deserve.

University of Rochester

JAROLD RAMSEY

THE DIVIDED MIND OF PROTESTANT AMERICA, 1880-1930. By Ferenc Morton
Szasz. University: University of Alabama Press, 1982. Pp. xiii, 196. Notes,
bibliog., index. $19.95.
EVER SINCE THE APPEARANCE of Frederick Lewis Allen's Only Yesterday in 1931
as a commentary on the decade of the 1920s, students of twentieth-century American history have interpreted that period as a watershed in the scope of American
life, thought, experience. In many respects this view is held by those who analyze
the American religious scene. In 1980 Oxford University Press put its imprimatur
on George Marsden's Fundamentalism and American Culture: The Shaping of
.Twentieth Century Evangelicalism 1870-1925. Now the University of Alabama
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Press has published Professor Ferenc Morton Szasz' interpretative monograph,
The Divided Mind ofProtestant America, 1880-1930. Both authors trace the roots
of the religious scenario of the 1920s to the last quarter of the nineteenth century;
both terminate their studies about the same time in the twentieth century.
Certainly this half-century span witnessed the emergence of division in the
"main line" Protestant churches-Baptist, Disciples of Christ, Methodist, and
Presbyterian. While the division was not organic, it was certainly functional, and
the Northern Presbyterians experienced the splintering withdrawal by J. Gresham
Machen of Princeton and his cohorts. The rift within the churches was a widening
gulf between "liberals" and "conservatives." Thus Szasz correctly points out that
denominational distinctions that for centuries had held meaning no longer served
as clear lines of demarcation among the churches. Rather, within the denominations a polarization developed around the Fundamentalists (conservatives) and
the Modernists (liberals), which issued from the revitalization of the evolution
issue by William Jennings Bryan.
But Szasz points out that the roots for the polarization go much farther back
than the hot July days of 1925 in Dayton, Tennessee. It was the development of
the higher criticism as a tool for Scriptural understanding that served as the major
issue for nineteenth-century American Protestantism-a movement that Szasz
discusses widely and in depth. "No denomination completely escaped the controversy" that higher criticism introduced to America is his judgment. For the
issue centered essentially around the question, "Who wrote the Bible?" And only
the advent of World War I temporarily diverted the growing antagonisms arising
out of this question.
After the war the Fundamentalist-Modernist controversy heated up. Churches
were divided, consequences of which are still evident. However it was Bryan's
entrance into the evolution controversy that polarized and solidified Protestantism's parties. Szasz claims that Bryan was "used" in the Dayton debate, that he
was not really theologically in accord with the core of the Fundamentalists: he
was not·a premillinialist, nor a dispensationalist, nor pessimistic concerning man's
ability to effect changes in society. And he was neither anti-Catholic nor antiSemitic. "His sudden increased interest in evolution, his lack of theological training, his concern for all aspects of Christianity, especially the Social Gospe'r, arid
the magic of his name had thrust him into the center of the controversy." Bryan
was inclusive where the Fundamentalists were decidedly exclusive, "unique in
the Fundamentalist movement. He could never be replaced."
"Evolution" had many meanings. According to Szasz it has not proved to be an
important point in conservative Christianity, yet without the broad appeal of the
issue Christian conservatives would not have attracted the large following that
the issue gave them, he concludes. Thus it was the wedge that sank deeper into
the Protestant churches, making the cleavage within ever wider.
Szasz has given American social and intellectual as well as religious students a
good bone to chew on. Supporting 138 pages of text are 32 pages of notes and a
bibliography of 17 pages-that in itself could serve adequately as a bibliography

304

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 58:3

1983

for a course in recent American religious history. Szasz worked through the manuscript colle~tions of major religious and secular archives. This reviewer found only
one sentence with which he could not agree: "[Charles] Hodge, McCosh and
Wright were not widely known" (p. 5). But perhaps this disagreement lies with
this reviewer's orientation. When one has finished reading a monograph like
Szasz', he leans back in his chair, wishing that he could have written it.

Western State College of Colorado

HAROLD M. PARKER, JR.

VISION OR VILLAINY; ORIGINS OF THE OWENS VALLEy-Los ANGELES WATER
CONTROVERSY. By Abraham Hoffman. College Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 1981. Environmental History Series, no. 3. Pp. xix, 308. Illus., notes,
bibliog., index. $18.50.
A RECENT ADDITION TO THE DISTINGUISHED Environmental History Series ofTexas
A&M University Press, this volume traces in impressive detail the seventy-fiveyear history of Los Angeles's efforts to secure water from the Owens Valley. A
remarkable combination of politics and engineering, this feat stemmed from the
simple yet almost unbelievable fact that the natural water supply of the Los
Angeles Basin is sufficient for only about 100,000 persons. In an effort to remedy
natural "deficiency," civic leaders, notably the controversial Water Department
superintendent, William Mulholland, turned to the eastern drainage of the Sierra
Nevada. Inevitably, a Peter-and-Paul situation arose; Los Angeles emerged the
winner, and the settlements in the Owens Valley paid. The resulting bitterness
lingers to this day. Abraham Hoffman tells us that as recently as 15 September
1976 the Los Angeles Aqueduct in the vicinity of Lone Pine was blown up,
presumably by disgruntled local residents.
The title of this book also suggests the strong feelings involved. Because of
them, and in the light of the controversial writings on the subject in the past,
H'offman has taken great pains in his research. His account is definitive, and it is
balanced. But Hoffman is also alert to the broader meaning behind the piles of
data. He understands how the public estimation of men like Mulholland could
change over time. In 1905, when the aqueduct project commenced in earnest,
utilitarian conservation was widely celebrated. Theodore Roosevelt was in the
White House, and Gifford Pinchot held the post of chief forester. From their
perspective water was wasted if it was not used efficiently. The Los Angeles
Aqueduct fitted perfectly the philosophy of the emerging Bureau of Reclamation
and was consistent with water-importation projects such as the one that brought
Yosemite National Park water to San Francisco via the Hetch Hetchy Project.
With the passage of time, however, such instances of the deficit environmental
financing of large cities came under increasing fire. Today water developers are
no longer universally regarded as conservation heroes in the West. A different
perspective--one that recognizes the limits of the earth and the need for selfsufficiency within a bioregion-has turned the water movers into exploiters. But
the Los Angeles Aqueduct is alive and well and, hypocritically or not, many
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protestors of the drying up of the Owens Valley and the shrinking of Mono Lake
drink what it provides.
This excellent book is a model for anyone who admires careful historical archaeology in a sensitive subject area. Thanks to Hoffman, this story will not need
to be retold soon.

University of California, Santa Barbara

RODERICK NASH

FORGING THE COPPER COLLAR: ARIZONA'S LABOR-MANAGEMENT WAR OF 19011921. By James W. Byrkit. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1982. Pp. xiv,
435. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $24.95.
THE HISTORY OF ARIZONA HAS OFTEN been distorted by the myths of frontier
history. Arizona connotes Apaches, United States cavalry, cowboys, lonely prospectors, gunfights at the O. K. Corral, the Grand Canyon, and today the "valley
of the sun... This is the frontier portrayed in pulp westerns, Hollywood epics, and
television series. This Arizona seems the least likely setting for hard-bitten, exploited wage workers, transnational corporations, a heterogeneous labor force,
including new immigrants from the east and south of Europe, and one of the
more protracted and violent labor-capital conflicts in the early twentieth-century
United States. But it was just that, as James W. Byrkit's new book discloses.
Making ample u~e of all the relevant local, state, and national sources available,
Byrkit tells the full story ofArizona's labor-management war. Illustration and maps
add grace to his diligent research in the archives, enabling the reader to feel
closer to the events and personalities that Byrkit describes. This book makes clear
that Arizona's history from 1901 to 1921 was part ofa larger American phenomenon,
the nationalizing, corporatizing, and consolidating of the political economy. We
see how mining corporations with headquarters in New York, Boston, England,
and Scotland made Arizona the most productive copper-producing site in the
world and, in the process, transformed the state's society, economy, and government.
In the story, as told by Byrkit, from 1901 to 1916 Arizona labor held the upper
hand politically, if not always economically. The original state constitution was
the natio~'s most prolabor, and the first governor, G: W. P. Hunt, evidenced clear
prolabor sympathies. Corporations found themselves unable to discipline workers
or to smash miners' unions. Byrkit describes how corporate leaders, most notably
Walter Douglas of Phelps Dodge, planned to weaken labor's power in Arizona
and to forge a copper collar around the state. The crisis of World War I provided
the occasion for Douglas to put his plan into operation.
Identifying miners' unionism with treason in wartime, striking workers with
the IWW and German subversion, and the corporations with Americanism, Douglas and his allies acted swiftly in the summer of 1917. They had already used
corporate influence to defeat Hunt in the 1916 election and to replace him with
a pro-corporation governor, Thomas Campbell. On 12 July 1917, in a plot Douglas
carefully prepared, vigilantes in Bisbee rounded up more than 1,200 local resi-
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dents identified loosely with unions. The vigilantes marched their captives to a
local ballpark, herded them into cattle cars, and shipped them to the New Mexico
desert, where the U. S. Army took custody of the deportees. This mass kidnapping
and deportation went smoothly. It had active cooperation from interstate communications and transportation companies: Bell Telephone, Western Union, and
the El Paso and Southwestern Railroad (a Phelps Dodge subsidiary). Neither state
nor federal officials ever brought the vigilantes to justice, nor did they offer redress
to the victims. Instead the media in Arizona and most state officials applauded
corporate patriotism, as Wilsonian Washington looked the other way. By 1917
corporate capital had broken labor's influence in Arizona. Except for its culmination in an act of mythical frontier vengeance, the Arizona labor-management
war followed the national pattern. Douglas and his cronies forged Arizona's copper
collar as Carnegie and his successors forged Pennsylvania's steel collar. This is a
story that Byrkit tells well and fully.

State University of New York, Binghamton

MELVYN DUBOFSKY

A HISTORY OF BANKING IN ARIZONA. By Larry Schweikart. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1982. Pp. x, 253. Illus., notes, bibliographical essay, index.
SOME YEARS AGO, THE DISTINGUISHED western historian Earl Pomeroy pointed
out that historians of the American West, contrary to those writing about the East,
have tended to emphasize the antiquarian, parochial, and colonial aspects of the
region's past. He urged a "modem historiography" that would put "Western history
in a larger setting," within a national context with a recognition that, contrary to
popular belief, the frontier "disposed frontiersmen to undertake collective action
to meet new problems that put too much strain on individual effort." Thus "the
West sometimes assumed a more capitalistic shape than the East." Pomeroy asked
for more sophisticated studies of western urbanism, economics, politics, and
society. Modem corporate tycoons rather than picturesque sourdough grubstakers
should command more historians' attention, he said.
Fortunately, in the years since Pomeroy observed these western historiographic
shortcomings, some redress has appeared. Larry Schweikarfs A History of Banking in Arizona is one contribution. Schweikarfs book sets out to show how and
to what degree banking institutions accompanied Arizona territorial' and state
development and then grew in the twentieth century to become modem banks
that "furnish virtually every service imaginable." Schweikart also demonstrates
the on-going ties high finance in Arizona has always maintained with outside
financial centers such as San Francisco and New York.
. A History of Banking in Arizona shows how the late nineteenth-century period
"reflected the most laissez-faire type of financial capitalism" and how "an absence
of banking laws allowed a greater ease in bank formation, but also contributed to
some of the bank failures." During the 1920s, as a result of lax chartering laws,
"Arizona banks sprang up like speakeasies" and, just as quickly, closed. Overconfidence, overbanking, white-collar crime, and mismanagement collapsed many
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banks. Consequently, remedial legislation made Arizona a national leader in banking reform. This resulted in a weeding out of weak banks and a merging of others.
These new conditions together with the nation's great depression of the 1930s
created a selectivity in which only strong banks with strong individual leadership
survived. Between 1928 and 1932 the number of Arizona banks dropped from
seventy-eight to thirty-four. Out of this evolutionary test emerged two major
modem banks: Valley National Bank and First National Bank of Arizona with
banking men like Walter Bimson and Frank Brophy leading the field.
Between 1939 and 1945-the World War II years-Arizona bank depo~its increased by more than 415 percent with the Valley National holding 53 percent of
the state's deposits. By 1956, Valley National and First National (First Interstate
today) together held more than 72 percent of the state's banking assets. Moreover,
corporate control of Arizona's banks appeared to be interwoven in such a way as
to impair healthy competition. These suspicious circumstances provoked afederal
investigation. Subsequently (but not necessarily consequently), Arizonans organized more banks, and the 1960s saw a period of declining deposit concentration.
However, by 1970 there were still only thirteen banking institutions in Arizona.
In his foreword, Schweikart states that the Arizona Bankers Association commissioned him to write this history. It shows. This book is a history of banks and
bankers-but not banking. The author says little about depositors or borrowers,
about clever investments or behind-the-scenes manipulation. An occasional token
nod toward candor is demeaned by his general emphasis on the "respectable"
nature of banking. The politics, the ideological conflicts, the greed of Arizona's
history are overshadowed by Schweikart's praise of squeaky-clean heroes in Arizona's banking establishment. While well-researched and well-edited, the book
emphasizes superficial banking mechanics at the expense of historical tension and
historiographic skepticism.
While A History of Banking in Arizona is not a cornerstone of a Pomeroy-style
history, it is a substantial building block in the reconstruction ofArizona's economic
past.

Northern Arizona University

JAMES W. BYRKIT

THE CODE OF THE WEST. By Bruce A. Rosenberg. Bloomington: University of
Indiana Press, 1982. Pp. vi, 213. IlIus., notes. $15.00.
THE BEST ASSESSMENT OF THIS VOLUME is set forth in the author's introductory
essay where he describes the book's purpose.

The Code of the West offers no major new understanding of that vast and
nebulous region we call the trans-Missi~sippi West, either historically or
folklorically. The data base has been taken from recognized historical sources,
and a great deal of new oral material has not been used. Rather, the present
book examines nearly a dozen old standbys of the mass m,edia's rendering
of the period and region and evaluates the continuing popularity of these
cultural symbols (p. 13).
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This is an accurate and faithful statement of what follows.
The standbys include the mountain men, prospectors, the overland passage
(both wagon trains and Mormon handcarts), the Pony Express, railroad construction, and outlaws. Custer, that enduring hero/goat, has a prominent place in the
work. Attitudes of white superiority over the natives are set forth in a chapter
called "The Moslem Princess of the Prairies," an account of rescues offair maidens,
etc. An essay "The White Steed of the Prairies," discusses the white stallion as a
symbol of the wild, untamed, and independent West, a place where, we like to
think, men lived unfettered lives. Rosenberg's chapter on the race of the Natchez
and the Robert E. Lee geographically may fall into the category of the transMississippi West, but the content and the spirit depicted here seem out of tune
with events in the Far West.
The book is spotty; some chapters hang together well, others do not. Although
the introduction anticipates the problem at hand, and this is probably the best
part of the book, a good conclusion would have pulled together the points Rosenberg made and provided an ending "a little less lame.
Not critically important, but regarded as a useful part of a scholarly work, is a
bibliography; there is none. Nor is there an index, and that omission is subject
to more criticism. Perhaps the current parsimony of publishers in general is to
blame for cost-cutting here. Even more serious is the inferior publishing job. This
is not merely a case of carelessness; it is a downright shabby piece of work. The
long list of errors, editorial and typographical, lends a very poor impression. One
wonders if the author ever saw a galley sheet. In any case, nobody appears to
have been driving when this accident occurred.
The idea behind this book is a good one. What the American reading pubic,
and that abroad, thought was important in western history is of considerable
significance, then and now. More will be done on this subject. Rosenberg has
shed some helpful light on the path ahead. But next time he wends his way west
he should bypass Bloomington. Enemies lurk there.

University of Colorado

ROBERT G. ATHEARN

BELLE STARR AND HER TIMES: THE LITERATURE, THE FACTS, AND THE LEGENDS.
By Glenn Shirley. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1982. Pp. xi, 324.
Illus. ,notes, bi~liog., index. $19.95.
FEW FEMALE PERSONALITIES of the frontier have attracted the attention accorded
Belle Starr, "th~ outlaw queen." In popular literature and the Hollywood movies,
this infamous desperado is often portrayed as the consort of even more notable
outlaws, such as Cole Younger, and just as often she is the leader of her own band
offreebooters. In Belle Starr: The Literature, the Facts, and the Legends, Glenn
Shirley presents the fullest and most authentic account of this infamous frontierswoman. Shirley's name is by no means new to readers of western Americana. His
list of published books includes sixteen volumes. Among his most recent works
are: West of Hell's Fringe: Crime, Criminals, and the Federal Peace Officer in
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Oklahoma Territory, 1889-1907 (1978); and Temple Houston: Lawyer with a Gun
(1980).
Myra Maybelle Shirley was born in Jasper County, Missouri, in 1848. As a
young girl, she obtained some education, but the dislocations of the Civil War
interrupted her normal progress to womanhood. A brother joined the guerrillas
and was soon killed. The Shirleys moved to Texas after the war, but trouble
followed the family. Belle soon married an ex-guerrilla, Jim Reed, who pursued
the outlaw's life. A lawman killed him in 1874. From this misadventure in marriage, Belle progressed through successive weddings or liaisons with persons of
descending order of respectability: Bruce Younger (distant relative of Cole Younger);
and Sam Starr, an Okalahoma badman. The latter helpmate was also killed in a
gunfight. In the meantime, Belle Starr resided nine months in federal prison for
horsetheft and was suspected of other crimes. She distracted the public with her
abilities as an equestrienne and displayed dash and flair at regional fairs. Her
relationship with her children, Rosie and Ed, was stormy, and she seldom endeared herself to neighbors. On 2 February 1889 an unknown assassin murdered
Belle Starr near her home in Youngers' Bend, Indian Territory.
.
As the title of this book implies, Glenn Shirley describes not only the life, but
the legends and literature, about Belle Starr. Dime novels and highly imaginative
biographies soon appeared about this "outlaw queen." Shirley devotes much space-perhaps an excessive amount-to the correction of this misinformation. While
the author has performed an admirable job of research into the elusive facts and
has gathered a varied assortment of photographs and illustrations, Starr emerges
as a mere harborer of badmen and a compulsive chooser of criminal husbands.
The deeds of these second-rate outlaws often overshadow the events of Belle
Starr's life. Her place is rather that of the tragic victim. The life of the mythic
Starr began only with literature that appeared after her death.

Arkansas State University

LARRY D. BALL

INVENTING BILLY THE KID: VISIONS OF THE OUTLAW IN AMERICA, 1881-1981. By
Stephen Tatum. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982. Pp. xi,
242. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $19.95.
THE STORY OF THE NEW MEXICAN outlaw known as Billy the Kid (1859?-1881)
has been told and retold hundreds of times. Journalists, novelists, folklorists,
poets, scriptwriters, and historians all have attempted to enter the world that
Billy knew and seek insight into his personality and popularity. The Kid's story
is familiar. Born Henry McCarty, probably in New York City, he spent his youth
in Kansas, Colorado, and New Mexico. A fugitive from justice in his teens, he
assumed an alias and drifted into Lincoln County, New Mexico, where he became
involved in a range war and eventually was gunned. down by Sheriff Pat Garrett.
But Billy never died. Newspaper writers and dime novelists seized upon his
exploits and "invented" a larger-than-life portrait that captured the public's imagination and in time made him a permanent ornament in southwestern folklore.
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In his book, Inventing Billy the Kid, Stephen Tatum, an English professor at the
University of Utah, surveys the changing portrayals of the Kid in literature and
media over one hundred years, identifies the interpreters and forces responsible
for the changes, and suggests that these images mirrored cultural preoccupations
with dominant themes in American society. The result is a thoughtful, provocative
study that not only places the legend of the Kid in perspective but explains its
enduring attraction and vigor.
Tatum divides his work into three parts: Discovering the Outlaw; Inventing
the Outlaw; and Understanding the Outlaw and His Interpreters. In the first
part-an excellent overview-the author discusses the roots and dimensions of
the Kid's legend, the highlights of Billy's life, the media that have portrayed the
Kid, and the role played by historians in separating fact from fiction.
In part two-the heart of the book-Tatum explores the images of the Kid in
four time periods: 1881-1925; 1925-1955; 1955-1960; and Cold War through
Watergate. The Kid first appeared as a villain in a romance story "whose death
reaffirmed the benevolent course ofAmerican history" (dust jacket), then was cast
as a romantic hero, a symbol of the Old West. Beginning in the 1950s, however,
image-makers gave Billy less heroic roles. As historians unearthed new facts about
his life, film makers increasingly presented him as a tragic figure caught in an
unfortunate drama, then finally placed the stamp of insignificance on his life,
declaring the Kid a misfit. At the same time avant garde writers such as Jack
Spicer and Michael Ondaatje sought to capture the "reality" of Billy's life in free
verse and photographs. Throughout this part of the book, Tatum stresses the
larger picture, emphasizing that the images of the Kid reflected how different
generations viewed violence, civil law and moral justice, and individual freedom.
In effect, these images reveal "crucial aspects of ourselves and our cultural history"
(p. x).
In part three, Tatum comments on the Kid's current status. Although historians
continue to peck away, the legend of the outlaw persists. No one has yet captured
the "real" Kid, Tatum suggests. To do so, an interpreter must perceive Billy "in
his own historical context" and enter into his "living consciousness" (p. 177).
Legend and myth are a part of this reality. In a concluding chapter-probably
the best in the book-Tatum reviews and evaluates Billy's life and legend and
speculates on his immortality. He notes (p. 203) that in Ondaatje's Collected Works,
the Kid is questioned about his future and replies 'Til be with the world till she
dies." Tatum agrees.
In this fine book, Stephen Tatum captures it all-the changing faces of the Kid,
his various interpreters, the audiences served, and what the story of Billy's legend
tells us about ourselves. The volume is enhanced by chapter notes, a bibliography,
an index, and twenty illustrations that reflect different images of the Kid. For
anyone seeking to understand the life and legend of Billy the Kid, Tatum's book
will be required reading.

University of Arizona

HARWOOD

P.

HINTON
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APACHES AND LONGHORNS: THE REMINISCENCES OF WILL C. BARNES. By Will
C. Barnes. Edited by Frank C. Lockwood. Introduction by Paul Scheips. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1982. Pp. xx, 214. Illus., index. $17.50 cloth;
$8.50 paper.
WILL CROFf BARNES WAS an unlikely candidate for honors as a western frontiersman and chronicler ofpioneer times. Born in San Francisco, he grew up in Indiana
with no ·apparent yearnings for adventure. He worked in a music store, studied
piano, ushered at the Academy of Music in Indianapolis during the opera season,
and sang in a church choir with James Whitcomb Riley. He was unimpressive
physically, being only five feet four inches tall, and he was innocent of knowledge
of such things as horses, guns, and Indians. All this changed, however, when,
aged twenty-one, he enlisted as a private in the Signal Corps. His training finished,
he was assigned to Fort Apache in the mountains of Arizona as a telegrapher,
arriving in February 1880.
A typical tenderfoot, Barnes was fascinated by what he saw, and he learned
fast. When trouble broke out on Cibecue Creek in 1881 and hostile bands moved
on the fort, he volunteered to try to get through to Camp Thomas, ninety miles
away. He and a civilian scout named Owens took separate routes. Tenderfoot
Barnes got through; Owens was ambushed and killed. For this feat the former
choir boy was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.
When his time in the army was up, Barnes began a second successful career
as a cattleman in the still-wild country near Holbrook, next door to. the Tonto
Basin and the Pleasant Valley War. His fellow settlers sent him repeatedly to the
Arizona legislature, and his importance as a spokesman for the cattlemen got him
an appointment to the forest service with an office in Washington. He stayed
there for twenty-one years.
Fro~ 1880 on he made a profitable sideline ofwriting about the western country
and his experiences in it. He collected western history with the passion of a
convert and was particularly interested in names on the land. His Arizona Place
Names is an indispensable tool for researchers in Arizona history, and his posthumous autobiographical work Apaches and Longhorns, edited by his professor
friend Frank C. Lockwood and first published in 1941, is a western classic. The
new edition, edited by Barnes-specialist and distinguished historian Paul Scheips,
should find a place on every western bookshelf.
The book is not a formal autobiography. It concentrates on Barnes's experiences
as a soldier and cattleman, passing lightly over his earlier and later years, and
might have been titled "My Life in the Wild West." As a result of this selective
method, there is not a dull page in the volume. At the same time it is historically
important because Barnes was there when so many historically important episodes
occurred and because of his close friendships with so many noted western figuresanthropologist Adolph F. A. Bandelier and conservationist Gifford Pinchot, for
example.
In one respect Barnes was far ahead of his time. He liked and respected the
Apaches, or at least some of them. He comments on "Apache deviltry" (p. 101)
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but is aware of the Indians' grievances. "In my opinion they were far more sinned
against than sinning," he says (p. 85). "There were, and always will be, good as
well as bad Indians. I have always believed that the American Indian was, and
is, exactly what the white men have made -him."
Barnes's reminiscences are in no sense scholarly. He writes in a colloquial style,
using a slang word if it fits his need, and he exhibits a fine sense of humor that
keeps him humble and helps him to avoid melodrama. His touch is light, but his
book is a solid performance-the kind that ought to be reprinted.

Arizona Historical Society

C. L. SONNICHSEN

COWGIRLS: WOMEN OF THE AMERICAN WEST, AN ORAL HISTORY. By Teresa
Jordan. New York: Doubleday, 1982. Pp. xxxi, 301. I1Ius., bibliog., index. $19.95.
TERESA JORDAN HAS WRITTEN a different kind of book about the West. In the first
place, it is about cowgirls as opposed to cowboys, and secondly (at the risk of
making a contradiction in terms), it is an oral and contemporary history. To create
her composite portrait of the modem day "cowgirl"-a label that does not differentiate between ranch owners, rodeo participants, or ranch hands-the author
has interviewed and photographed twenty-eight extraordinary women in whom
the pioneer spirit lives on.
Their testimonials, however, quickly dispel the romanticized version of the
woman of the West to reveal that life on the land is full of adversity and hardship
imposed by circumstance and nature. Stories of severe injuries sustained from a
fall off a horse, of struggling to feed cattle in temperatures twenty-four degrees
below zero, of storms and lightning strikes, all combined with financial problems,
provide a realistic view of everyday ranch life. In forthright and earthy language
these modem day cowgirls also describe days filled with chores traditionally
considered "man's work"-riding, roping, calving, branding, and herding-in
addition to the usual cooking, cleaning, and child care. In this sense, the situation
of a ranchwoman parallels that of the urban wife who must somehow manage
home and career.
Like the urban career women, however, contemporary cowgirls, in some instances, are sharing indoor and outdoor chores with their husbands. In a selection
from Mary Kidder Rak's Mountain Cattle, Teresa Jordan quotes the following
dialogue:
"What lovely biscuits'" exclaimed Mrs. Mellot when we were at breakfast.
"I made them while my wife fed the cattle," responded Charlie [the
husband]."
On the other hand, there are those like Donna Lozier, who readily admits:
"There's a lot of male chauvinism in ranching.... They don't like you
getting too capable. Youknow, it's their male ego."
Despite the interesting mixture of male chauvinism and sharing reflected in
these interviews, the majority of the women expressed no desire to be considered
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a part of the women's liberation movement. The consensus appears to be that
there is simply no need for it; they are liberated. In action and in word, these
women repeatedly express their feelings ofindependence and equality-a freedom
directly related to their chosen way of life.
"I don't believe in women's lib," Fern Sawyer says. "When I started cutting,
a woman had to do double good to get the same marking [as a man]. But I don't
believe in preaching women's lib or hollering about it."
Or as Pearl Mason bluntly states:
'Tm not going to talk to you because I am not a women's libber. I have no
time at all for women's lib."
The author, however, believes that sympathy for the movement is growing,
especially for what she terms "the real issues of self-respect ... , ofjust treatment
before the law (including inheritance law), [and] of recognition for work well
done."
Not too surprisingly, some of these cowgirls migrated from the East, products
of wealth and boarding schools. In the West, however, they discovered that life
held new dimensions, that outdoor work proVided them a sense of satisfaction
and worth never before experienced, a feeling that they had accomplished something extraordinary.
An added bonus for the reader of Cowgirls is Jordan's practice of using carefully
selected quotes from secondary sources, such as Agnes Morley Cleaveland's No
Life for a Lady, to add interest and cohesiveness throughout the book. Enhanced
by excellent photographs, an annotated bibliography, and an index, this study
would make an excellent supplementary reader for a course in the American West
or women's history. '

Albuquerque

NECAH FURMAN

COWBOY LIFE ON THE TEXAS PLAINS: THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAy RECTOR. Edited
by Margaret L. Rector. Introduction by John Graves., College Station: Texas
A&M University Press, 1982. Pp. 119. lIlus. $19.95.

RAy RECTOR WAS BORN in I~dian Gap, Hamilton County, Texas in .1884. By 1902
he had acquired the necessary equipment to set up a photographic studio and
had set to work taking portraits and documenting the young and bustling West
Texas town of Stamford. Probably his happiest moments, however, came as he,
with Kodak camera in hand, toured the Flat Top, Spur, Swenson, and other
ranches in the area and photographed cowboys at work, play, rest, and showing
off. Hardly an element of cowboy life escaped Rector's inquisitive lens. The
roundups, brandings, drives, breaking horses, roping, relaxing around the chuck
wagon-even the timely visit by a group of women and the impromptu square
dance on a wagon sheet, thrown on the ground to hold down the dust.
The well-known photographs of another Texan, Erwin E. Smith of Bonham,
instantly come to mind, and the almost simultaneous thought is: too bad Rector
could not have been there earlier, for most of his photographs were made during
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the 1920s and '30s, well after the historic cowboy vanished into the dusk, dictating
his memoirs as he went. But in a lucid piece of thinking and writing, John Graves,
perhaps best known for his Goodby to a River, suggests that while that logic is
irrefutable, there is an occasional "yahoo throwback who just wants to live out
where it's lonesome and take care of cows for a meager wage" (p. 24). In these
unusual characters, Graves suggests, the spirit, if not the real, classic cowboy
lives on.
After reading Graves's refreshing essay, one can look at Rector's photographs
with new eyes. No longer is the presence of cars and trucks important, because
Graves has centered one's thinking on the character of the cowboy. "That . . .
old cliche about being part of the horse was wrong," Graves writes of one wordshy cowboy he encountered in Wyoming. "Instead the horse, whatever horse he
was on, turned into a swift, strong, quick-turning part of him" (p. 25). And even
though many of Ray Rector's photographs show camp meetings, rodeos, and turnof-the-century Stamford, his pictures of the West Texas cowboys ring true-just
as true and almost as graceful as Graves's fine essay.

Amon Carter Museum of Western Art

RON TYLER

A PASSION FOR FREEDOM: THE LIFE OF SHARLOT HALL. By Margaret F. Maxwell.
Tucson: The University ofArizona Press, 1982. Pp. x, 234. IlIus., notes, bibliog.,
index. $17.50.
IN HER SENSITIVE BIOGRAPHY of Sharlot Hall, Margaret Maxwell reveals a woman
of amazing contradictions. Sharlot admired her gentle, long-suffering mother, but
was trapped in a guilt-hate relationship with her domineering, anti-intellectual
father. Born on the Kansas frontier in 1870, she migrated with her family down
the Santa Fe Trail to settle a homestead known as the Orchard Ranch near Prescott,
Arizona in 1881. During the journey Sharlot was thrown from her horse and
suffered a spinal injury that plagued her throughout life.
Her keen intellect and poetic nature could not be dulled, however, despite the
cruel environment of her youth and her limited formal education. Influenced by
the petty meanness of her father, she vowed early she would never marry to
become a "tame house cat of a woman'~ or chattel like her mother.
Nonetheless, as a young woman she became deeply involved in romantic but
unfulfilled relationships with older men who were the antithesis of her father.
Notable among them were Samuel Putnam, apostle of Freethought, and Charles
F. Lummis, who, beginning in 1900, published her poetry in Land of Sunshine
and Out West and encouraged her to research and write on southwestern themes.
Sharlot traveled to Los Angeles to work briefly as the energetic editor's assistant
and to develop a reputation as a poet, writer, and speaker.
Sharlot's forays from home, unfortunately, were of short duration. Her sense
of duty and guilt always drew her back to the_chores of the Orchard Ranch and
the abuse of her tobacco-drooling father. She broke away again, however, from
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1909 to 1912 when her scholarly reputation led to her appointment as territorial
historian under Republican Governor Richard E. Sloan.
In enthusiastic response to the call, she set out with horse and wagon to explore
the territory, especially the little known Hopi and Navajo reservations and the
isolated Mormon communities north of the Grand Canyon. There she accumulated
notes; documents, and artifacts and met legendary figures such as Indian trader
John Lorenzo Hubbell, anthropologist J. Walter Fewkes, and Mormon pioneer
Joseph Fish. One of her best received books of poetry, Cactus and Pine, was
published during this productive period.
Her success was short-lived, however. When Democrat George W. P. Hunt
became governor in 1912, Sharlot was promptly replaced by Mulford Winsor, a
rival historian waiting in the wings. Embittered, Sharlot returned to the Orchard
Ranch. Her mother died soon after, driving the daughter into debilitating neurosis
and depression. This intense condition, Maxwell observes, was not uncommon
to frustrated intellectual women of that era.
Slowly, however, Sharlot pulled herselftogether and began writing and speaking
in public again. In 1925, dressed in a copper gown, she represented Arizona at
the inauguration of President Calvin Coolidge. The death of her father that year
also lightened her burden, and she began to press for realization of a dream to
restore the historic territorial goveruor's mansion in Prescott as a museum of
regional history.
In an act of benevolence that marked a simpler age, Sharlot was allowed by
the city fathers to make her permanent home in the dilapidated log building that
had been erected in 1864. Reconstruction was not an easy task, but Sharlot was
accustomed to struggle and sacrifice.' Even as her health declined, she continued
to acquire artifacts and documents and supervise improvements by WPA workers
during the depression years. By the time of her death in 1943, the unique museum
that today bears her name was an established reality.
Maxwell has done a highly commendable j<:>b of piecing together, from a vast
array of scattered sources, the life story of a remarkable frontier woman. It is a
fascinating psychological study that the author wisely highlights with excerpts
from Sharlot's expressive letters and poems. The book constitutes a splendid
contribution to the history of Arizona and the American West.

University of Texas at Arlington

CHARLES C. COLLEY

BUT TIME AND CHANCJ!:: THE STORY OF PADRE MARTINEZ OF TAOS, 1793-1867.
By Fray Angelico Chavez. Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1981. Pp. 173. Notes,
bibliog. $11. 95 paper.
BIOGRAPHY IS PROBABLY the most difficult facet of the literary arts for a writer to
master. Like the portrait painter, the biographer produces either an objective,
albeit sympathetic, fair likeness or a distorted, possibly unrecognizable, representation of the subject. Fray Angelico Chavez's resolute study of Padre Jose
Antonio Martinez, the fiery pastor of San Fernando parish in Taos, falls somewhere
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in the middle. Actually, in some respects, Chavez's biography of Martinez resembles more a colorful collage than a finely-etched portrait of a controversial personality.
Born in 1793, Jose Antonio joined a small delegation of seminary' candidates
en route to Durango where he studied at Tridentine Seminary. Ordained in 1822
after returning to Taos, he subsequently won election to New Mexico's departmental assembly. Frequently mixing politics, economics, and religion, Martinez
became the principal advocate of Spanish-speaking people in northern New Mexico for about thirty years. Retired from the pastorate and drained by the stresses
of controversy, the padre died in 1867.
For Fray Angelico, writing a biography of Padre Martinez was a commitment
of honor. The product of dedicated effort, But Time and Chance is not a whitewashed exoneration of Martinez. It is a combination that reveals strengths and
flaws of character. For instance, concerning the question of the padre's amorous
indiscretions, Chavez treats the matter with dignity and veracity.
Throughout most of his adult life, Martinez lived in a vortex of conflict. First,
critics denounced his alleged encouragement of a protest insurrection at Chimay6
in 1837. Next, the enigmatic Gov. Manuel Armijo unjustly accused the padre of
complicity in an uprising of Utes and Apaches in 1838. Then, Martinez clashed
in an egotistical power struggle with Bishop Zubiria's personal vicar for New
Mexico for public recognition as premier of the Spanish-speaking Catholics. Finally, in the Anglo-American period, Padre Martinez collided with French-dominant Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy over the issue ofcompulsory tithing and withholding
of the sacraments from non-contributors.
In part, Martinez's feud with Lamy stemmed from a deep resentment of a
military conquest of New Mexico, compounded by the American imposition of a
foreign-born episcopal leader. Martinez outwardly respected the office of bishop,
while privately, and later openly, disliking the incumbent prelate. According to
Chavez, the crux of the dispute with Lamy concerned allegations of a suspected
breach of the seal of confession by Joseph P. Machebeuf, the bishop's trusted
aide, confidant, and vicar. Machebeuf, and ultimately Lamy, took umbrage at
what they perceived as a direct attack on ecclesiastical prerogatives, blaming
Martinez as the source of their troubles with the Spanish-speaking clergy and
laity. Ever faithful to historical accuracy, Chavez candidly discusses the padre's
failing mental health as a factor in the rupture of relations between prelate and
priest.
But Time and Chance (a title inspired by Ecclesiastes 9:11) leaves much to be
desired in the realm of style and in its reliance on two primary sources (Valdez's
Biografia and Sanchez's Memorias) for almost every milestone in Martinez's complex life. The assistance of a skilled editor would have improved the quality of
the ebb and flow of the biography. Notwithstanding these imperfections, But Time
and Chance is a praiseworthy endeavor to present Jose Antonio Martinez's participation in an important aspect of New Mexico history that heretofore has been
interpreted entirely from the vantage point of the French-dominated clergy.
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ARIZONA: HISTORIC LAND. By Bert M. Fireman. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1982.
Pp. xii, 270. Illus., maps, bibliog., index. $16.95.
THIS IS BERT FIREMAN'S final tribute to the state he knew so well imd loved so
passionately. The book is vintage Fireman, the final fruit ofa career of involvement
in Arizona's story, combining in a unique volume his loves of journalism, history,
and politics. Well turned phrases abound, and intimate insights appear with
frequency. There is small likelihood that the future will produce such a happy
combination of writing talent, of detailed knowledge of all aspects of the land,
and of more than sixty years of participation as resident observer and as writer,
researcher, publisher, and teacher.
The book is divided into brief chapters appropriate to panoramic coverage of
Arizona's rich tri-cultural history from the dawn of time to the atomic age. The
first fifteen chapters are concise, balanced, and forthright in presentation, unfettered by footnotes, but based on solid research as is evident in the appended
bibliography. In chapter sixteen, consisting of evaluations of the governors since
advent of statehood in 1912, the author becomes tentative and handles his subject
with kid gloves, hardly his normal life-style, but obviously more a reflection of
his later career as a profession~l historian rather than his earlier life in the roughand-tumble, arena of political journalism.
A final chapter, not written by Fireman, is anticlimactic and stylistically an
abrupt change, savoring of unabashed chamber of commerce statistical material.
It is unnecessary and could be easily dropped in the second printing that such a
basic book will eventually have.
Although there is not a great deal that is new in Historic Land, its style makes
it a book to grace every collection of Arizoniana, even if the collection be limited
to a single book." The nearest approach to novelty is the author's frequent assertion
that the Old West, and particularly Arizona, was not really a land of outlaws and
of rampant disorder, but was blessed normally by rigorous insistence upon legality
and constitutionality, enjoying orderly progress. This contention is amply supported by his facts and is diametrical to the Hollywood and television caricature
of the West with its ."cowboy'image."
In a day of deteriorating printing standards, publisher Knopf has produced a
book exceptionally free from mechanical errors-a rarity. It has appropriate illustrations and a series of fine maps by Arizona's cartographer, Don Bufkin. In
short, on all counts this is a book worth having.

St. Mary's University

DONALD C. CUTTER

LAST OF THE CALIFORNIOS. By Harry W. Crosby. Edited by Richard F. Pourade.
La Jolla, Calif.: Copley Books, 1981. Pp. ix, 196. Illus., glossary, bibliog., index.
$22.50.
BAJA CALIFORNIA IS PROBABLY the least-known area of the Southwest, and until
recently, it has been the most difficult borderland region to get to know. Its
geographical isolation is practically definitive; its historical literature has been
limited.
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Harry Crosby has bridged the gaps of isolation in remarkable ways in Last of
the Californios and provides the reader-professional or armchair historian-with
an amazing and distinctive introduction to the peninsula. By the time the reader
has finished the book, or rather, the first chapter or two, he begins to feel no
longer the outsider to Baja California; he feels as if he is actually witnessing
everyday life as it is and has been in Baja California for two and one-half centuries.
Against a background of sketchy chronology, Crosby draws the reader into
vignettes of Baja California social history. In a region where the spectacular events
of human history have been absent-there have been no flashy wars, booms, or
busts-the historian is forced (willingly in Crosby's case) to direct his efforts to
10 diano. In Baja California, especially in the mountain reaches where Crosby
has concentrated his study, regular everyday, common events constitute the region's history: 10 diano has become everything.
In Crosby's capable hands, and with the aid of his excellent photographer's eye
(Sixty-five striking photos taken by the author are distributed through the book),
Baja California life is revealed. In order to understand what the author sees as a
very special place, which he believes is now coming to the end of a historical
period, he has approached his research in two ways. First, he has done a thorough
job with traditional kinds of historical study. He has consulted all available published works and has worked in all the appropriate manuscript collections to
formulate his story of mining, irrigation and agriculture, domestic industry, trade,
architecture, religion, and other aspects of the Californios' history. At the same
time, Crosby has traveled extensively in the peninsula and has made extended
stays among the people he describes.
The results are very special indeed. Only rarely can a writer convey to his
readers so completely the spirit of a place and its past. And it is unusual for a
historian to be able to make such a convincing case on so difficult a point. Crosby
has concluded that because of particular historical circumstances, isolation, and
limited natural resources, life in Baja California until very recently has been part
of an uninterrupted continuum stretching back to the earliest days of Spanish
settlement on the peninsula. The life he has visited, photographed, studied, and
described in Last ofthe Californios is virtually unchanged from the colonial period.
The pre-modern society that Crosby presents to his readers with great charm and
affection is only now being TUfHed by modernization. His work is an attempt to
capture in print the final days of a social order and way of life that may have
already survived past its time. Remarkable though this may be, Baja California
culture has somehow maintained its traditional aspect not very many miles south
of the world's postmodern headquarters in southern California.
Obviously, there are not many places left in the Southwest that could qualify
for the kind of examination that Crosby has given to Baja California. It should be
obvious too that even if there were, not many historians could do the kind of job
Crosby has done so beautifully on Baja California.

Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History
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FAIR LAND, FAIR LAND. By A. B. Guthrie, Jr. Boston: Houghton Miffiin, 1982.
Pp. 262. $14.95.
IN AGREEING SIGHT UNSEEN to review this book, I was under the impression that
it was a non-fiction capstone on the author's lifelong work as journalist and then
novelist, one whose first successful novel, The Big Sky, gave Montana the words
that distinguish its auto license plates.
I was soon set right. Fair Land, Fair Land is a sequel to The Big Sky (1947)
and its successor The Way West (1949), the one a novel of the fur trappers, the
other of the Oregon Trail. In choosing to review it in a journal of history, were
the editors also un~er my mistaken impression?
If it is a poorer novel than its predecessors, it is a better book. Writing in old
age (Guthrie was born in 1901, and I assume he wrote it recently), the author
has depurpled his prose, streamlined his narrative, and made his few characters
spokesmen for his mature philosophy of nature, man, and history.
By taking his earlier characters back over the Oregon Trail to the author's
beloved heartland of the Teton wilderness, Guthrie sees what settlement has done
and will do to this fair land. As well as a simple story of search and vengeance,
of love found, made fruitful, and lost, this autumnal, elegiac book is a lament for
a West won and lost to violence and death, all in hardly more than a century. It
is also a book to shelve with DeVoto and Stegner as well as Ashley, Ruxton, and
Garrard.
American literature is strewn with the wrecks of bum-out and sell-out. Neither
has happened to A. B. Guthrie. Here is a book of old age with the passion and
power under stricter discipline than in the first two books of his trilogy. His is
an inspiring example to writers who would leave their books as their monuments.

University of Arizona

LAWRENCE CLARK POWELL

THE WESJ; OF WILD BILL HICKOK. By Joseph G, Rosa. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1982. Pp. xvi, 223. lIlus., bibliog., index. $24.95.
.JOSEPH G. ROSA STATES in his preface that the inspiration for this book came from
reviewers of his earlier biography (They Called Him Wild Bill) who lamented its
small number of photographs. This work rectifies that shortcoming in its pictorial
representation of Hickok and the people, sites, and events associated with his life
and legend. Although some new information unearthed since the 1974 revision
of Rosa's definitive biography is presented, this latest book is intended to complement, not to supplant, Wild Bill.
The West ofWild Bill Hickok is not a pictorial history of the entire Great Plains
frontier where Hickok achieved notoriety, nor was it intended to be. Instead, it
is a photographic biography presenting people and places as Hickok would have
seen them. These images constitute an excellent study of the portraiture of Wild
Bill and the merchandising of his image. The book also contains a fine collection
of photographs depicting Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska in the 1860s and Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Deadwood, Dakota Territory, in the 1870s.
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Like They Called Him Wild Bill, Rosa's pictorial biography is arranged chronologically. The legend surrounding Hickok is discussed in the final chapter that
includes the last two years of Wild Bill's life. Each chapter begins with a prose
summary of Hickok's life during the period followed by twenty or more plates
supplementing the text. The photographic reproductions in the book are quite
good in spite of the marginal quality of some of the original negatives and prints.
Rosa has clearly worked diligently for many years compiling the information and
photographs presented here.
The portrait of Hickok that emerges is sympathetic without being adulatory.
The author allows critics of Hickok their due, but balances the negative comments
with samples of the hyperbole rampant during Wild Bill's life. Rosa is careful,
however, to separate proven facts from exaggeration. As in his earlier books,
Rosa's citations are precise; he uses original sources extensively and well. Generally he resists referring readers to They Called Him Wild Bill and instead cites
the original documents. Rosa's writing style in the brief chapter narratives is
engaging and highly readable.
The high quality of the reproductions and general layout of this book is diminished by the irritating number of errors. A relatively high number of words are
misspelled for such a brief text. The most serious mistake is in the place name
Ottumwa, spelled correctly in the source document but quoted incorrectly in the
book (p. 9). The description of plate 66 tells of a "grinning boy at the far left"
(p. 97), but the photograph reproduced shows little of his face. The map (pp. 6869) incorrectly shows the location of Monticello, Kansas. Although not errors, a
number of place names are mentioned without their state or territory, confusing
those unfamiliar with the geography ofthe area. One such mention ofFort McPherson
in close conjunction with Wichita (p. 140) leads one to assume that the fort may
have been at McPherson, Kansas, but it was two hundred miles away in Nebraska.
Judging from inquiries received by historical agencies, the public's fascination
with the accounts, photographs, and documents relating to gunfighters and cattle
towns remains high. This curiosity about the Old West extends not only throughout
this country but also abroad. Joseph Rosa, an Englishman first entranced with
James Butler Hickok when he saw Gary Cooper in The Plainsman, has assembled
an extremely good collection of photographs depicting Wild Bill and his era. This'
book will appeal greatly to those who seek accurate images (literary and photographic) of Hickok and his environs and to serious students of photography of the
American West. Through Rosa's painstaking efforts, neither group will go unrewarded.

Kansas State Historical Society
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